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A fairy tale is a story understood by both
children and grown-ups. Each of us
experiences the enchantment of fairy stories in a
special way. We discover how to conquer fears and
overcome problems. We can outwit the selfish giant
and defeat the wicked witch! Through many centuries
and all over the world, folk tales have been told over and
over again. In Eighteenth Century Germany two famous
brothers, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, wrote down many of
these stories in a book which we know today as Grimm’s
Fairy Tales. One of these stories was about a brother
and sister named Hansel and Gretel. It was so
treasured by a young German girl named
Adelheid, that she put the story in verse form
as a special holiday celebration for her




In A
) Victorian

Living Room

An Opera was born . . . an opera about a
brother and sister written by a brother and sister!
The brother was a famous German composer
Engelbert Humperdinck, who lived from 1854 to
1921. The sister, Adelheid Wette, convinced her brother
to write the music to go with her story in verse
(libretto). In 1893, the opera “Hansel and Gretel”
was performed in Weimar, Germany with
Richard Strauss as conductor.
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Once upon a time, a poor broommaker and his family lived in a lonely
cottage on the edge of the Black Forest in the Harz Mountains of
Germany. When our story begins, the Mother and Father have
gone to sell brooms in nearby villages. The children are left alone.
Gretel is sitting by the fireplace, knitting a sock and singing softly to
herself. Hansel is nearby working on a broom.
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G Su-sy, lit-tle  Su- sy,praywhet is the  mews? The 0

b g - = !
~ ] - - 1

———
Geese are Tun-ning bare-foot e - causetheyie no shoes!
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«7,»‘ HANSEL.: (Standing up impatiently) 'm so hungry I don’t know é;"
N ,r(\\) what to do! ) ¥
<) ©
0O GRETEL.: Don’t be so grumpy, Hansel. I've got a secret. (Goes A
Q to the cupboard, brings a jug of milk to the table) »"4
Look! A neighbor brought it.

NS

HANSEL.: (Sticking his finger in the jug) Wouldn’t I like some of
| that. "
GRETEL.: (Slapping his hand) Take your greedy fingers out!
el We'd better get back to our work. _
U s
\‘ HANSEL.: (Sticking his hands in his pockets) Work! That’s not 4
‘ for me! &)
:’) ! L»/
“ GRETEL: Not for me either! Come on, I'll teach you a dance. E-/?
R 2
N ’n'\
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2. BROTHER, COME DANCE WITH ME 0 'Q

Gretel /
— “
n A ’
) 14 A
\Y q'-

Bro-ther come afm\\damce IT"L% me; both mglumlsl glger th;e.

. — &,
R{qht foot first, feff jtooJc then round o bowﬁnd back a-gain ! 7‘,‘:‘
Gretel and Hansel _o“'é
Jj - - ] _ V%
b ’ - e o
With your foot yu top tap, tap’y with your heed you clagcloy clyp:
]‘ '¥ z - : ‘\"; \
Right gost fivst) legt coot then rourd @ -bout and  back a ~goun’

(They join hands, dance round and round until they lose their balance
and tumble onto the floor. Their mother enters stage left. The children
jump up quickly.)

MOTHER:

GRETEL.:

HANSEL.:

MOTHER:

MOTHER:

“ N9 v, =\Pe'
R, -
” A TR N

T i<
- - { = ~ am— 1E -y, <3 25

What's all this racket? (Sets her basket down.)
(Embarrassed) It was Hansel! He wanted . . .
It was Gretel. She said [ . . .

Silence! Both of you! Now, let’s see how much work
you’'ve done. (Picks up sock) Gretel! Your stocking
isn’t finished. (Picks up broom) Hansel! Neither is
your broom. You useless children! (In her anger, she
knocks over the jug of milk. Hansel snickers.)
Gracious! Now there’s nothing for supper. Here, take
this basket. Don’t come back till you've filled it with
strawberries. (Hansel and Gretel run out stage left.)

(Sits down at the table, exhausted) There is no food
for my hungry children. How foolish I was to lose my
temper. Please God, help me. (Lays her head down
on her arms and goes to sleep.)

PS5 :\ (2 O
ﬁ{o;‘fg S\ :!‘\t:q"’{o f




\‘" M \ 2‘ (2 D) N = }" (y ’ s"‘/—\.\\"’
e 70 () 2 ) @,
S B s 00, Ty X S, N2 XSS &
RN R 62 S S S eI o
ls’ FATHER: (Offstage left)
I 3. TRA-LA-LA-LA
Y Father
S = : %
S Tra-lo-lo-lo, ta-la-la-lo, ld4l mother here am 1! i»‘,
/’"‘1‘ FATHER: (Repeats refrain as he enters stage left. Sees Mother Q ]l\
:“.:( asleep and awakens her.) Look what I've brought 2.%
75 you . . . (Sets the basket on the table) Ham and q’z
l / butter, flour and sausage. Eggs . . . a dozen! \q}
;}2& Turnips, onions . . . r“k \\
4 ()
"' /4
MOTHER: (As she puts her hand in the basket) . . . and for me, (@
a half pound of tea! N

FATHER: Hey! Where are the children?

}W MOTHER: (Irritated) [ sent them into the forest to pick straw-
X berries for supper.

FATHER: (Horrified) You sent them into the forest?! An old

5".‘ witch lives there.
Re She stalks around with a crinching, crunching,

S munching sound. And children plump and tender to

D eat she lures with magic gingerbread sweet.
S5 MOTHER:  (Wringing her hands) The children . . . What can we
‘l.. dOQ
5 w0y
! FATHER: We've got to go out there and find them. '
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Act Il The Forest
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The tired and frightened children, realizing they are lost, huddle
together and are lulled to sleep by the Sandman.
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Act Il The Forest Ko
I (Gretel is singing quietly to herself as she makes a rose garland. Hansel 1
}3;», is searching for strawberries.) .g'?
N P PR
|
,!, 4. THERE STANDS A LITTLE MAN ’0{‘
% &'\ Gretel _ B w\
) =
Ve > — 7> 2 )
WI Nl ?—:; - 7 : l | I')g
d There stands  (t-tle. man /)zyg Woed  a-  Jone. He wears 2 little '
“%' JIIT:' —F > - L > — - o py ‘
iy y

0_ 9 /mn-ﬁeNsz vel -yet  brown . 544/, w/m aan that manin be Sfdrdtiy
A 7.« T — ”
A

,."" N & v ﬁ | /". |,’¥“
g.»-.. there be- neath the Tree, n his [ittle /mn~ ﬂc\‘ of e/ - yef braam ,:?a'
2
‘4‘ HANSEL.: Hurrah! Look, my strawberry basket is almost full! I’l
L1 (7
Q Ilet—= o
A' GRETEL.: (Standing up) Look at my crown. It’s for you. y
A (Tries to put it on his head) D
W 7N
/ LR HANSEL.: You won'’t catch me wearing that! It's for a girl! ’;,‘ '
A (Puts garland on Gretel’s head) Now you're the 7(/
|/ Queen of the Wood. (Kneels before her) I give you
N§) my strawberries, but don’t eat them all! 0
¢{ (Singers offstage imitate a cuckoo.) “
N A
!j HANSEL.: (Pointing with his hand) Listen to the cuckoo. / ‘f
/
[
g Hansel 5. CUCKOO N
," % N 2 = N
X Cuck-00, cuck-00,  how are yozc? ’
/B GRETEL.: (Teasing hi 2y 1‘ X — 7\
[ I 3 - (Teasing him) $ - l
Cuck-oo C’&eﬁ 2 wher\e# are jou %
e <
% -;{»‘y *q- ‘, ‘\\ "s?qy’ BTy
QO {/
g
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(Gretel takes a strawberry and puts it in Hansel’s mouth.)

HANSEL.:

GRETEL.:

HANSEL.:

GRETEL.:

HANSEL.:

GRETEL.:

HANSEL.:

GRETEL.:

HANSEL.:

(The Sandman enters stage right with a sack on his back. He
approaches the children and sprinkles “sand” — shredded paper or

(Jumping up) I can do the same!

(Takes the basket, puts strawberries in Gretel’s
mouth, but eats most of them himself. He then
realizes he has eaten nearly all of the strawberries.)
Horrors! The basket’'s empty. What will Mother say?

(Fearful) It's getting dark. I can’t even see any straw-
berries now.

(Looking around) Don’t worry, Gretel. | can find the
way. I'm not afraid.

What'’s that glimmering in the darkness?

It's only the birch trees in silver dress.

What's that over there grinning at me?

That’s only the stump of a willow tree.

(Weeping quietly) I'm frightened! I wish I were home.

(With courage) Gretelkin, sit close to me. I'll protect
you.

confetti — in the children’s eyes. He sings in a soft, gentle voice . . .)
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@ 6. I SHUT THE CHILDREN’S PEEPERS %
ﬁz‘ GSQR
Sandman %\
4

'/’/g: [ shut the children’s peepers, sh! //}"\
@ and guard the little sleepers, sh! “
!

N for dearly do I love them, sh!
and gladly watch above them, sh! I‘(

\v“' — 2 -
N = “olirpea 7
TN . >
;| A Then oo thestarry sky a.-bove the an-qeis come- with- peaceand bewd g "
| J - - = i
o sond the chil ~ dren - hap — py dreamswhile potth they ficep! O
2y S
/ (Hansel and Gretel kneel down, fold their hands, and sing their Evening
b7 i Prayer.) 1 q
o, Y P 3
%n 7
7. EVENING PRAYER '*l

Hansel and Gretel

g +- y ”
‘%L When of night I Go 4o Sleep, pour-teen a/zqe/sn lwatch do - keep. é
t.’:'.‘lfy’ ’ z e 2 R
~ »—
G/ , 2
\ ﬁll 1Lo w/mf/’s gl -én V2 gu'zde mgs‘fapsfo 7[1/6 - - vere. i\
4 i~ (They fall asleep beneath the tree.) /"l: ‘\_
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Act III The Witch’s Hou§é@
Q\’v’\\

%/'LX i

Why, it’s a cottage made of chocolate cream.
The roof is covered with Turkish delight.

The windows with lustre of sugar are white.
And on all the gables, raisins invite.

And all around is a gingerbread hedge.

ASK AN ADULT TO HELP YOU CUT
THROUGH THE HEAVY BLACK LINES.
THEN FOLD ON THE DOTTED LINES.
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f’:’ Act III The Witch’s House o@’

J (The Dew Fairy enters stage left and shakes dew drops from a blue bell
* over Hansel and Gretel, who are sleeping under a tree stage right.) &
o] 8. WITH THE GOLDEN LIGHT OF DAY '
=Y,
’f‘ Dew Fairy \
1] b= —

: & .

And  with Zhe golq’en &ghfoaca’ag L chasethe fa-digg

?'J — . — = :
- 5 :

[/gﬁi‘ a- wa. L/é —  Sleep-ers oW A — lwa - KHen.

33
C

I
103

(T
=
Q

(The Dew Fairy runs off stage left. Gretel sits up and rubs her eyes.
Hansel sleeps on.)

Hansel

GRETEL: (Shaking Hansel) Come on! Wake up!
(Imitates the song of a lark)
o) 9. THE LARK
0 Gretel
0 ¢ 7,% } — 9
\ ' h
‘ T re-lire-li! Iz qez‘-z‘//'gg late! Il
- 2
S HANSEL.: (Jumps up suddenly. Imitates a rooster and answers her.) ’,'ﬁ
10. THE ROOSTER
’ })

. & Vordl
-F
>~

»

Hiferi - ki / I earég yez‘,/ I‘

\
o

HANSEL.: [ feel great! Let’'s do something. (Turns around) ’
Look! What's that? (Points to the Witch’s House) i

\

|

V‘“")\ GRETEL.: I's a house made of goodies. What a delicious smell. N
: v

S S TP SR e



Mmm . . . Come on, there’s nobody around. Let’s
nibble a bit of the cottage.

Yes, let’'s do. We'll be just like two mice. (Hand in
hand they tiptoe to the house. Hansel breaks off a
bite from the roof.)

11. MAGIC CASTLE

Hansel and Gretel — N A N
y & B
o ; ] ; ,
N [ @) — .\:ﬂ - N
¢ J wa- f/& cas-tle, how rice youd be - to et ! uhere
N
" a —t5

A3 — 3 i

A 2
fudes the prin- 025 lpo €N — Joys = So f/‘&d‘ a 7reat?

12. NIBBLE, NIBBLE

Witch (From inside the house) _
—$H—
@ 2 P =
C)l é'h; ’ 4'._&

Nibble, nibble, movsekin whos nibbling atmy Aose Kin?

HANSEL.: (Frightened, he drops his piece of cake.)
Did you hear that?

GRETEL.: (Somewhat timidly) It's only the wind.

13. THE WIND

« Hansel and Gretel |
p f
l‘\ A t
S =
The wind, the hea-ven-ly wind’
L WITCH: (Comes out of her house, sneaks up to the children,
é throws a rope around Hansel's neck, laughs shrilly.)
I am Rosina Daintymouth. Come with me. I'll give
you sweetmeats delicious. Of chocolate, tarts and
marzipan you shall both eat all you can.
"... HANSEL.: No, no, NO! (He breaks free and runs over to Gretel.) g9 :’\
@,
Y

(S

B e P R
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v/0 A&

= WITCH: Takes a magic stick from her belt. HOLD! ‘

x;yv‘i’f*&‘kf\“\‘fi’*z’kfw

»

| 14. HOCUS, POCUS |
l.‘j JWitch /J | (‘l
=) | = —5 » ¢|v

i

IS Ho-cus po -cus, witches charm !
\%JU | ’
ﬁ!\/ WITCH: Fixed you are by the evil eye!

. ,_\,,,gg
AN

(She then takes an elderbush and disenchants Gretel.)

\ (As she sings she leads Hansel to the cage; Gretel
, remains motionless.)
\\
N AN TN N
i\ 2 —— 9
A = 7 7 &~ = = 5‘
0 No -cus po-cus, bo-nus [o-eus, ma-lus lo-cus, ho-cus /oo-azs/ t‘('

LA ems—
L)

D™ - ™SO

>

<

I
0]

S 3 e il
No-tus po-cus el-der bush! fi-gid bo-dy loo-sen, hush ! ‘
WITCH (to Gretel): Go into the house. Get some almonds and h}

%

h),§

1
t

raisins for Hansel.

(Gretel leaves.)
K

WITCH: (Rubs her hands with glee and murmurs) /
Soon I'll have them both to eat!
(She seizes her broomstick and begins to ride.)

15. WITCH’S GALLOP ,
b \ N |

Y v - &

So /@hop, hop, gal- lop,lop, 40,0.’ My brosnstick nag,comedo rat Zﬁ;!!}z‘ bl‘
H

-

-

- " .u

7 ¥
dawng,c‘daﬁ I ride a - way,am  here and there and ey‘—ry—w/;er‘e,/ J’Q
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(Gretel returns from the house with raisins and almonds. As the \fﬁ

Witch feeds Hansel, Gretel disenchants him with the elderbush. The
Witch turns around.)

WITCH: '(To Gretel) What are you doing, little goose? Come
with me! (Leads her to the oven) Is the gingerbread
ready?

GRETEL.: (Confused) I don’t understand what you want me to
do.

WITCH: Stupid goose! (Muttering to herself, she goes to the

oven. As she is bending over, Hansel and Gretel
push her into it.)

HANSEL AND GRETEL: Hurrah! The Witch is dead!

16. THE WITCH IS DEAD
Hansel and Gretel

N

r4 Y

140 | it - — - jv‘ 0 % "

+ n ' \ \:7/
Hor-rah ! Raw - sing #he w/ﬁ fidead, Yeal-ly ctd! No ~ more to dread
-

) a - 1Y —y i
+—g- - 1

r ~—"

= Hor-rab! wpw- 5/27 the witeh [sstill, dbuth-la sti)! we- Ctan &t our !

(They dance around the cottage. Suddenly they notice that the
gingerbread hedge is made of children.)

GINGERBREAD CHILDREN: (Motionless and with eyes closed,
they sing softly. As Gretel touches
each of them, they open their eyes
but do not move.)

17. O TOUCH US, WE PRAY
Gingerbread Childrel

"]
4 j
IE" ; Y _An
=
O~  Towh vs we proy, that wemey 2l - wake -
HANSEL.: (Grabs the elderbush and disenchants the ginger-

bread children.)
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* Everyone _

18. THE SPELL IS BROKEN

_—1

g AVASSAYER 2N R wANGaj ‘ki’

GINGERBREAD CHILDREN: (Make a circle around Hansel and
Gretel.)

C)
& > Everyone

20. SEE, O SEE THE WONDER WROUGHT

|~ 92 , J ] | ] |
Sofe e
/ The - spell (s - bro-kenand we - are - gree. W'l
AR«
D S = ——
N L > _d_ I
sinq and dance and  shout - gor - glee!
19. TRA-LA-LA-LA
gr’ pFa'ther (Offstage)
A ¢
" 0y -
% ’ =
\ Tra-lo-lo- la, Tra-la-la- la, Were aurchildren on-ly here!
FATHER AND MOTHER: (Enter stage right. Hansel and Gretel
L run to embrace them.)
&6
@ GINGERBREAD CHILDREN: (Drag in the Witch who has become
a big gingerbread cookie.)

]

Al

Ve O

N
3

m’@; ) lSee, o seethe won-d

ler wmuth% How jcf;_e witch hee-self was caugnt

—

W

.l
a

Yaw

mrd
¢

KR 4
\ wl-Q -ware, (o the snare, lid for us with cun - n}nq-
EVERYONE:

D Everyone
£

(Join hands and sing joyously.)

21. WHEN PAST BEARING IS OUR GRIEF
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THE END
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ics Make Your Own Costume S,

3
2

(o)
238

All hats may be made

Q’Q from this round pattern my
Gather a white cotton one
* for Gretel and her mother
| ¥
Q‘:‘ Roll a black felt one HAT
— for the witch. i‘y /S (one square = one foot) [

SEIE R

34

, Turn up the brims of a - .
(o brown felt one for Hansel ' %03
é“b and his father. oy d‘*
te) BODICE g {4 43
Q $ 8

r shirt anc|1 dark shorts.

3
o

/\D .

Q’l& 3 E 3 N ‘ .ﬁ\'g
* °f |° Irrnnand Cut Hansel’s felt #
(O °1 1° ' E 11‘ suspenders with oy,

e ol |- 3 ¢ *‘3
can 5

&U’ Froveee $ Hansel can wear a white
.& :E‘ b
[ )

b 4 pinking shears.

k& Gretel can wear a white
® blouse, a felt bodice, and #
o\ a gathered peasant’s sl|<irt. n *

+

e s A

% (one square = one foot) o
§' ] | - \Q

’ ? ﬁ\
£ ‘ ‘ ' 5
iféi’q . on g D GQ%*
Rk SN RN SRR R R O L e U
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White yarn icing, ﬁ*“
and Buttons q

Hand Puppets

If you were the WITCH, how
would you tell the story of
Hansel and Gretel?

... If you were a
GINGERBREAD CHILD?

... If you were HANSEL?
... If you were GRETEL?

With these hand puppets, you
can do a monologue. (Story
told by one person)

3

g
TWE
E
&3
T

a.

1. Sew together two pieces
of black felt for body.

.‘?¢$

2. Glue on pieces of colored
felt for costumes.

-
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Starting at Hansel and Gretel’'s own cottage, relive their experiences as you find
your way to the top. In which Act do you first meet Hansel and Gretel, the Dew Fairy,

the Sandman, and the Witch?
In the circles provided, mark the number of the Act.



Opera Word Search

The following words are hidden among the
scrambled letters. The names read forward, backward,
up, down, or diagonally. See if you can find them all.
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An opera is a special treat;
So dress yourself all clean and __ 15 .

Your ticket tells the __17__ and date,
So you won't have to come in __16

Be in your __18 _ before it starts,
To read the play in allits __2

That way, you're safely in before

They dim the _ 14  and close the __1 .

Sit quietly; don’t _7 down | you know,
So others can enjoy the __ 6 .

Applaud each time the curtain __ 5 |
To show __8  players that they're tops.

At intermission you __4 _ talk,

Enjoy a snack, and take a _ 10

Just don’t _11 _ late back to your seat,
Or you will _19 _ the final 7 across

Sit still __13 _ the very last,
So you can honor all the _ 3.

They'll bow each time the __ 12 part;
So clap three times with all your __ 9 |

22
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treble clef
bass clef

eighth rest

quarter rest
half rest

whole rest

sharp
flat

natural
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o
we
A

crescendo (louder)

decrescendo (softer)
repeat
fermata (hold)
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Musical Treasure Hunt

Hidden in the pictures on pages 1, 2, 3, 4, 8 and 9 of
this book are the following music symbols.

whole note

half note

dotted half note
quarter note
dotted quarter note
eighth note
dotted eighth note
sixteenth note
staccato

triplet

slur

tie

See how many you can find and name.

Next locate these symbols on each music selection.
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...r// Act I The Cottage
Once upon a time, a poor broommaker and his family lived in a fonely
cottage on the edge of the Black Forest in the Harz Mountains of
Germany. When our story begins, the Mother and Father have
gone to sell brooms (n nearby villages The children are left alone.
Gretel s sitting by the fireplace, knitting 2 sock and singing softly to
herself. Hanse! is nearby working on a broom.

§ra

~a{ R 7

Starting at Hansel and Gratel's own cottage, relive thewr 8 you

your way 10 the 10p. In which A<t 4o you first mest Hansel and Gratel. the Drw Fairy,
the Sandman. and the Witch?

20 In the clrcles provided, mark the number of the Act.

24 For additional copies write to Opera Funtime, 1200 Coral Way, Miami, Florida 33145, 1-305-854-1643.

Fairy Tales
A Pocketful of Magic

A lotry tale &5 2 slury understood by both
chidren  and grown-ups. Each of us
equrences the enchantment of faty sioves in a
specal way We discover how to conquer fears and
overcnine pimblerns. We can outwit the selfish giant
and defeat the wicked witch! Through many centuries
and afl over the world. folk tales have been 1old over and
over zgatn. bn Eghteenth Contury Germany two famous
trothers, Jacob and Wilhelim Gimmm. wrote dowsn many of
these stories in a book which we know today as Grimm's
Farry Tales. One of these stores was aboul a brother
and sister named Hansel and Gratel ft was so
freasred by a young German gil named
Adeiheid, that she put the story in verse form
as & special holiday celetvaton for her
family.

The loBowing words are hidden among the
scrambled letrers. The names read forward. backward.
up. down. or disgonally. See N you can find them all

STRAWBERRY DAINTYMOUTH  LIBRETTO
ADELHEID ROSINA

Puzzle Solutions

Living Room

An Opera was bom . . . an opera sboul a
brother and sister written by a brother and sisteri
The biother was a famows German composer

Engelbert Humperdinck, who lved from 1854 10
1921. The siter, Adetheid Wente, convinced her brother
10 write the music to go with her story in verse
(libretto). In 1393, the opera “Hansel and Gretel”
was performed in Weimar, Germany with
Richard Strauss as conductor,

The tired and frghtened children. reatiang they are lost. huddle
together and are lulled to sieep by the Sandman.
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An opera b 2 specal reat,
Sa dress yoursal al clean and _19

| Your tcket wells the _L7_ and date.
| S0 you wan't bave 10 come in 16

I
| Bein your _18  betore n yarmy.
|! | To read the play 1 allin 2

1 That way. you're salely in beiore
I They dim the 14 and close the' ),
| Sa quutly. dont 1 4oun _ you know.
| So others can enoy the %
| Applaud each time the cariain _2__
| 0 To show 8 players that thay re 1ops
|4 At ssermission you __S§_ tak.
’ )

ik Enzoy 3 tnach. sod take 4
Just o't _LL_ tase back Jo pout seat.
| Ov you will 19 the final T gcroms
Saudt L3 the very law.
1 56 you can honor al e _3
Theys bow each tvme the _12_ part.
So clap three Omes weh all your 2
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