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COmmeDia Dell’arte
COmmeDia Dell’arte means “the art of comedy.”  It is italian theater performed 
outside by small traveling troupes of actors and usually free.  The shows are 
improvisational, which means there is no script.  Each actor makes up his or her 
own lines.  The actors wear costumes and masks and use props. Commedia 
dell’arte is funny.  It uses jokes, gags, pantomime, acrobatics and juggling.  
The stories always deal with real life situations.

Find the words in bold letters to describe Commedia dell’arte in this word search. 
Words may be up or down, frontward or backwards or at angles.

 I N I R A Z T E C O S T U M E S T

 T O L M A S K S O R P I M O C E R

 A T Y O P U X Y M A O R O D U P I

 L H K N O R I Q M G N I L G G U J

 I E U A N T O U E R A F U Y N O O

 A A R I S U G V D I Z O R D E R K

 N T D R T O X S I Y U T Z E X T E

 U E R S G A G R A S N L O M E G S

 W R I L K F E L D T A N J O R N Y

 Y D A B C P D H E D Y T U C M I T

 E V T Y E F I L L A E R I F O L U

 S O I W Y A T U L B M V K O L E N

 P B R A C R O B A T I C S T N V A

 O V U M T I S E R K O L U R V A R

 R E G R E S V O T A B E Q A Y R L

 P A N T O M I M E C R U H S U T Z
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ruggero leoncavallo was born in 
naples,  italy. His father was a judge, 
and young ruggero sometimes sat in 
his courtroom.  One day he observed 
the trial of an actor who had murdered 
his unfaithful wife.  Years later, this 
memory served as the  story for 

Pagliacci.    

He studied 
music at the Conservatory in naples and 
attended literary classes in Bologna. For 
several years he survived by playing and 
singing in music halls all over the world.  
During an uprising in egypt he escaped 
disguised as an arab.  

leoncavallo adopted the italian Verisimo 
style which meant the plots were about 
common people and their everyday lives. 
that is, it was 
realistic.  
Violence 

and passion were all part of the opera. 
With his music and literary education he 
was unusual in that he both wrote and 
composed  his operas.   

For Pagliacci he wrote the words 
(libretto) and  the music (score) in five 
months.  the device of a “play within a 
play” was masterfully done. the première 
of Pagliacci (milan, 1892) was conducted 
by arturo toscanini thus establishing 
Pagliacci as a great and memorable 
opera.  Of the sixteen operas leoncavallo 
wrote only Pagliacci is remembered.
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SilViO
The villager who plots

to run away with Nedda
(baritone)

tOniO
The hunchback in the troupe

who tries to get even with Nedda
for rejecting him

(baritone)
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neDDa
Canio’s young wife

flirting behind his back
(soprano)

Beppe
Fellow actor

who tries to keep 
the peace

(tenor)

CaniO
Head of the troupe

and Nedda’s jealous husband
(tenor)
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poor tonio loves the pretty flirt.
When she rejects him he gets hurt.

“i’ll tell your husband what you’ve done
and put an end to all your fun!”

So he tells Canio of her plan
to leave him for another man.
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then Canio, overcome with shame,
Demands to know her lover’s name.

But nedda cries, “i will not say
With whom i plan to run away!”

His heart is broken, full of woe,
But to the theatre he must go.

Before the crowd to laugh and sing,
Because the show is everything!
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WHO iS WHO?
 

unscramble the name of the character that each of 
the traveling troupe members portray:

i am tOniO, tHe HunCHBaCK.  i plaY _ _ _ _ _ _.  JuSt liKe in real liFe 

i CatCH COlOmBina FlirtinG.   

 

i am CaniO, neDDa’S HuSBanD.  i pOrtraY _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.  WHen i learn 

tHat mY WiFe HaS anOtHer BOYFrienD i GO WilD WitH JealOuSY.

i am neDDa, CaniO’S WiFe.  in tHe plaY i am _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.  BOtH in 

real liFe anD in tHe plaY i Get CauGHt prOmiSinG tO run aWaY 

WitH anOtHer man.         

i am Beppe, a memBer OF tHe CaSt.  i am _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, COlOmBina’S 

lOVer, in tHe plaY. 

D O D T E A

C I O L A G I P A C

Q U A R L H E I N

M O B O C L A N I
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Canio, as pagliaccio, plays
a clown whose wife has fickle ways.

She’s flirting with the Harlequin
as taddeo brings her husband in.

When he hears Colombina say
that with her lover she will stay,

it drives the poor clown wild with rage,
He stabs his wife right on the stage!

Her lover, Silvio, hears her cry
and rushes to her side to die!

a tragic deed has now been done;
thus taddeo’s revenge has been won.

poor Canio’s heart cannot be mended;
He says, “Go, the comedy’s ended!”
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COlOmBina (trying to bring CANIO back to the role he is playing)
 pagliaccio, pagliaccio, you are that famous clown.
 i am Colombina, your wife!

paGliaCCiO (furious) You are defying me!  Who is it?  tell me his
  name!

COlOmBina i’ll never tell you his name!...not even if you kill me!
  (she runs towards the audience, but Pagliaccio catches her 

and stabs her)

SilViO  (leaps to her rescue as Colombina, dying, calls his name)

paGliaCCiO So it was you!
  (stabs Silvio in the heart.  Then faces the audience and cries 

out)
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ACROSS  
 
1. paint
4. faces
5. fun 
8. cries
11. scared
12. hurt
13. mime
17. mask
18. pajamas
19. pagliaccio 

21. colors
24. auguste
25. costume
28. troupe
29. greasepaint
31. beards
32. makeup 
33. White Face
34. smile

SOlutiOnS
 i n i r a Z t e C O S t u m e S t
 t O l m a S K S O r p i m O C e r
 a t Y O p u X Y m a O r O D u p i
 l H K n O r i Q m G n i l G G u J
 i e u a n t O u e r a F u Y n O O
 a a r i S u G V D i Z O r D e r K
 n t D r t O X S i Y u t Z e X t e
 u e r S G a G r a S n l O m e G S
 W r i l K F e l D t a n J O r n Y
 Y D a B C p D H e D Y t u C m i t
 e V t Y e F i l l a e r i F O l u
 S O i W Y a t u l B m V K O l e n
 p B r a C r O B a t i C S t n V a
 O V u m t i S e r K O l u r V a r
 r e G r e S V O t a B e Q a Y r l
 p a n t O m i m e C r u H S u t Z

paGe 2 paGe 3 paGe 6 & 7

paGe 10 paGe 11 paGe 12

taddeo

pagliaccio

Colombina

Harlequin

paGe 22 paGe 24

DOWN

2. noses
3. runs
6. balance
7. names
8. collar
9. imitates
10. tramp
12. hats
13. mimic
14. talcum

15. clown
16. pantomime
20. free
22. laugh
23. juggles
26. eyebrows
27. fat
28. traveled
30. patches
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