Opera Funtime

%\ ﬂéf GIACOMO PUCCINT'S

HAOGTUZXBRITH

AT I
\waaa-ﬁ&*«’i'"
QS

AN ! ‘(

’\‘s‘:;'t\‘hV.Y.wd"' L

NN o ww we e Ny
SSRGS









AOGVXRO

Giacomo Puccini was born in Lucca, Italy,
in 1858 into a family with a long musical
tradition.

His father died while he was very young, and
Puccini helped his mother by earning money
as a church organist. This was his serious
side. But, like most young boys, he had a
mischievous side too; sometimes he added
little extra notes to what he was supposed to
play and he often got into trouble!

As a teenager, he began composing opera,
and as an adult became one of the most
popular composers of his time. People loved
him because he knew how to make them
laugh or cry with his stories set to music. LA
BOHEME, MADAME BUTTERFLY, and
TOSCA are a few of his well-known operas,

but some people say his best work is 0/(

TURANDOT.
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Every opera starts with a story. Puccini got
the idea for TURANDOT from a Persian
Fairy Tale and the main themes from a
Chinese music box. He asked his “librettist”
(the writer of the text) to write the “libretto”
(the book providing the words for the opera).
Then, he composed the “score,” or the music
to fit the words. He died in 1924 before he
completed TURANDOT, but his friend
Franco Alfano finished it for the world
premiere in 1926 at La Scala, the famous
opera house in Milan, Italy.
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An opera’s a story with music abounding,
That’s told in a wonderful way;

With singing and dancing, acting and romancing;
Live actors on stage in a play!

This opera, called TURANDOT, is named for a lady,
A Princess from China . .. Peking;

The setting is the ancient “Walled City of Violet,”
And here opens Act I, first scene.

Yet a sinister person is she;
For in trying to win her fair hand as a bride,

Turandot’s beauty is known far and wide,
Many suitors have died needlessly. \/

It seems Turandot will wed only the man
Who can answer three riddles she asks;

And when they all fail, as she knows that they will,
They will lose their poor heads to the ax.
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Turandot’s father is the Emperor Altoum, m
The Imperial Palace is home;

Timur is an old man, who once was a king,
But now he’s removed from his throne.

Timur is now blind and is helped through each day
By his faithful companion, Lig;

The “Unknown Prince” Calaf is really his son,
Whose whereabouts nobody knew.

A Mandarin announces that still one more man
Has failed at the Princess’ game;

Yet the “Unknown Prince” Calaf, now daring to try,
Makes answering the riddles his aim.
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In Act II we find Messrs. Ping, Pang, and Pong,
Court officials to Emperor Altoum,;
Bewailing the state of imperial affairs,
In Turnadot’s kingdom of doom.

Turandot, in defense, tells of her grandmother’s reign,
Which came to a horrible end;

And avenging her tortured and merciless death,
Turandot and her rules will not bend.

Prince Calaf amazes the crowd that assembles,
When he answers the riddles she asks.

But Turandot, now frightened by the Prince’s success,
Begs release from the bargain, and fast.

Her father says “No!” She must honor her vow.
But Prince Calaf says she can go free

If she can discover by next morning’s dawn
His name, long a great mystery.




In Act III, Turandot cries out vainly for help
To young Lit, who, they say, knows the answer;
But instead of revealing the name under torture,
She stabs herself dead with a dagger!

Turandot is bewildered. Can it be she’s in love
With Prince Calaf who now feels the same?

The Prince thinks that surely her evil's undone,
And to Turandot whispers his name.
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~+="  The dawn is approaching. The deadline has come!
R And now, like a gift from above,
— Our Turandot answers, in tune with her heart,
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d  Chinese costumes are symbolic and

pleasing to the eye. Colors and designs tell

us about the characters in the opera. For

instance:

* Silk robes and fancy headdresses are for
emperors and officials.

e Trousers, cotton blouses, and simple
headgear are for common folk.

* Yellow is for employers.

¢ Red is for mandarins (public officials).

* Blue is for ordinary people.

* Black is for evildoers.

Colors also express emotions, such as:
* Red-courage, happiness, love, and life.
¢ Green-faces of demons and villains.
* Gold and Silver-gods and immortals.
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Masks were originally used in battles to frighten enemies, and
then later used in stage shows for entertainment.

MAKE YOUR OWN MASK X

1. Trace or copy mask onto heavy paper.
2. Paste or tape wooden stick behind mask
3. Design and color your own creation.
You may use both sides.

4. Paste on yarn, buttons, or beads.

FACE PAINTING *j

Face painting is another art form.
It is fun to do, but like all art,

it takes practice.

You can buy Grease Paints,

but it is possible just to use
ordinary face make-up.

1. Cover the entire face with white or a pale base coat.

2. Create a scary mask or different face by using colors
and shapes.

e The face with little color represents faithful people.

e The multi-colored face represents wicked people.

e The red face represents loyal people.
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The opera orchestra differs from the sym;
Size - It is smaller than a symp
Position - It is usually in a pit
Use - It contributes to the entit
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* COLOR THE STRINGS - BLUE
BRASS - YELLOW

PERCUSSION - RED

WOODWINDS - GREEN
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SNARE TRIANGLE

phony orchestra in size, position, and use.

hony orchestra.

in front of the stage.

e dramatic effect of the opera,
ing, costuming, and scenery.
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(Calaf as the unknown stranger has correctly answered

the three riddles. Turandot is unhappy. To give her one
T more chance, Calaf agrees to be executed if she:
discovers his name before daylight. Otherwise they will
marry as the oath decrees.)

CHARACTERS:

Princess Turandot

The Emperor Altoum, her father

Timunr, exiled King of Tartary

Prince Calaf, the unknown prince and Timur’s son

Liu, a young slave girl J L

Ping, Pang, Pong, ministers to the emperor A=, \
N

Z

Herald /\

Guards, Crowds, etc.

ACTIII SCENE I

(It is nighttime in the garden of the
Palace. At stage right, people of Peking
are gathered in small groups talking R
quietly. Ping, Pang, and Pong are
conversing with Calaf downstage left.)

| HERALD: (Marches in from stage left, crosses to /\\
J\ / center stage.) By order of Turandot! \
x N (Unrolls scroll and reads.) Death is the / \

/\

penalty unless the name of the Unknown \

4
/ /

Prince is revealed before dawn! (Exits
left.) /

PING: Did you hear that? Death knocks at every
door! We must have your name!

{ PANG: Tell us what you want! Beautiful women?
CALAF: No! No!
PONG: (Takes a small bag from jacket of his

coat.) Take these precious jewels! They
are all yours!

No, I do not desire riches.

14
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(Enter from stage right dragging in Liu
and Timur - whom they roughly push to
the floor.) HERE IS THE NAME! WE
HAVE THE NAME!

(Timur is the blind king that Calaf
recognizes as his long lost father in Act 1.
Lid is the faithful slave girl whosaved the
life of her King by helping him escape
from his country. She is deeply in love
with Calaf.)

(Steps forward.) It is the old man and
the girl the stranger was seen with the
other night.

CALAF: (Rushes forward.) LEAVE THEM
ALONE!

(Turandot appears stage left, crosses to
center stage. They all fall to the ground.)

PING: (Walks over to the Princess on his knees.)
GREAT PRINCESS! The name is sealed
within the lips of the prisoners!

TURANDOT: (Turnsto Timur, who is lying on the
{ ground.) SPEAK, OLD MAN! SPEAK!
LIU: (Lifting herself to her knees, faces

Turandot.) [ alone know the name you
are seeking!

ACROWD: Torture her! Torture her! Yes! Yes! Quick!

Quick!

LIU: Oh, Princess, hear me as | speak. (Rises
to stand before Turandot) Before the
break of day, you will love him as he
loves you. This [ know, for before the
break of day, | who love him dearly, shall
close my tired eyes so that he may WIN
AGAIN AND REALLY WIN THIS TIME!
(Lia snatches dagger from soldier, stabs
herself, staggers to the Prince and falls

dead at his feet.)
CROWD: Oh, my! Oh, no! It can’tbe . ..
CALAF: (Kneels.) My poor little Lit . . .
TIMUR: (Kneels.) Gentle Lit . . . WHAT A
DREADFUL CRIME!

(Four townpeople gently carry her body
.___\off stage right.)
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CALAF:

CAILAF:
TURANDOT:

CALAF:
TURANDOT:
CALAF:

TURANDOT:

0 .
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(Greatly angered, turns to Turandot)

PRINCESS OF DEATH! SEE WHAT INNOCENT BLOOD HAS BEEN SHED

FOR YOU!
(Calaf rushes to Turandot and tears the veil off her face. Turandot covers her
face with her hands.)
(Listens intently and says in shocked voice) Do you weep?

Yes ... my first tears. Oh stranger, when you first came I was so full of fear. In your
eyes [ saw you victorious, and for that I both hated and loved you.

Then you agree to be mine?
Yes, and you may keep your secret.
I no longer have a secret since you are mine. I will make you a gift of my name

and my life. I am Calaf, son of King Timur!
Oh, Calaf! (taking his hand in hers) Come with me as we stand before the
Emperor and our people.

(Emperor and attendants enter stage left and cross to center stage.)

Oh noble father! I know the name of the stranger! (Looks straight at Calaf)

IT IS LOVE!
(The couple embraces. The crowd cheers and scatters flowers. They all rejoice
and sing the Love Theme.)
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OnceUponATime..........

Do these words sound familiar? That’s how fairy tales begin, right? In every
country and throughout history, tales have been invented and told about
people and animals of all sizes, shapes, and powers. Did you realize that “Star
Wars” is a modern day fantasy? Our opera, TURANDOT, is the fairy tale of a
legendary Chinese princess.
Most fantasy tales have these things in common:

e Superhuman and clever deeds

e Suspenseful situations

e The final triumph of good over evil

— andthe
2. YUTABE and the TASEB and the
3. PINTUSKLERSLIMT
4. LENDERLICA
5. WONS HEWIT
6. GLOKISCLOD
7. SHALEN and TERLEG and
8. TREEP NAP
9. ERD GRINDI DOHO

vesere.....And They Lived Happily Ever After.




THESE ARE THE THREE RIDDLES TURANDOT ASKED HER
WOULD-BE SUITORS. CAN YOU DECIDE WHICH ANSWER
CALAF GAVE TO EACH FROM THE CHOICES BELOW?

—

> (1. A phantom in men’s hearts . .. R

born anew each night, only to
SN\ \%ade,;away at dawn._==

\g‘

2. First it races, then it rests. It grows
cold with death, but burns with victory,.

it

A
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3. What is like ig\e, é/et like1 fire? As it lflrees vou,kit makes you a slave. C;
nd as a slave, it makes you a king. 4:// O
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ACROSS

1. The Unknown Prince
7. Composer of the opera
10. Where opera takes place
11. What the gong makes
13. Composer’s first name
16. Evil princess’ name
18. Rulers of China
22. “Time out” between acts
. 23.Group of musical instruments
26. What the curtain does

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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WHAT HAS THE
HEAD OF A CAT,
THE TAIL OF A CAT,
BUT IS NOT A CAT?

HAS?
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WHAT HAS
FOUR WHEELS

C WHATDOES A
DRAGON HAVE THAT
NOTHING ELSE
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i 734>{ WORSE THAN SATAN?
> DEAD PEOPLE EATIT,
AND IF YOU EATIT,

YOU’'LL DIE?

WITHOUT BREATH:
AS COLD AS DEATH:

NEVER THIRSTY,
EVER DRINKING:

HOW DOES
A DENTIST

DOWN
1. FuMan
3. Fortune, or good
5. What keeps a Chinese lady cool
6. Grand Chancellor of China
7. Supreme Lord of Provisions

8 French_____ China
9. What the chorus does

10. What the orchestra leader does
12. Requested repeats after a
performance
14. Turandot’s father, Emperor of
China
15. What Puccini wrote
17. Last word of a prayer
19.
my head
20. A hot forehead
21.Father of Calaf, exiled King of
Tartary

drops are falling on

24. Answer to Turandot’s first riddle
25. What the chorus sings

ALLIN SCALES, BUT
NEVER CLINKING:d
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Half Note
Quarter Note
Eighth Note
Sixteenth Note
Crescendo
Treble Clef
Bass Clef
Sharp

Flat

Very Loud
Very Soft
Tempo
Tempo
Tempo
Tempo
Fermata (Hold)
Half Rest
Whole Rest
Quarter Rest
Eighth Rest
Dotted Quarter Note

Decrescendo
Accent Mark
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With ideas suggested in your Opera Funtime book, and many
more of your own, you can have a great . ..

%{2 QAR F. *

HOWABOUT. ..

sk MASKS for everyone to decorate and wear? %; |
(

A prize for the best mask (see page 9)
%k COOKIES and PUNCH from the recipes across the page?
%k Playing musical chairs using a MUSIC BOX?

D 3K Acting out the PLAY on pages 14, 15, and 16?

o

$%k Having someone play the MUSIC on pages 10, 11, and 16 on
the piano, organ, guitar and/or harmonica?

sk Giving prizesto those who can guess the RIDDLES and work
the PUZZLES? (They can be traced and duplicated)

sk CHINESE LANTERNS? Paint balloons and glue on hanging ?g(
tassels or other decorations.
Join foil muffin cups together with red yarn.
Cut lanterns from colored paper. (] )

sk WELCOMING your guests with a smile? <§§
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FORTUNE COOKIES

Makes about 30)

Preheat electric griddle to 300° Think up fortune sentences for your friends,
Beat until frothy: and print them on thin strips of paper.

3 eggs Suchas...
Add and beat until thick:

Y2 cup sugar

Ya cup brown sugar

Y2 cup flour

L2 teaspoon vanilla

Drop spoonfuls far apart on hot griddle, spread into 3” circles. When dry enough,
flip to other side and cook. Remove from pan. While cookies are still warm, fold
each one loosely in half around a paper fortune. Pinch edges together. Bend
cookie in half backwards.

)
SPICEY PUNCH

FROM THE EMPEROR’S TEA CHEST

Mix the following dry ingredients together and store in a “tea chest” or glass jar.
1 cup Instant Tea
1 cup Tang

Y2 Cup Instant Lemonade W
1 Cup Sugar (Optional) f\\c::1 Q/

1 Teaspoon Ground Cinnamon
1 Teaspoon Ground Cloves

Hot Tea = 1 Cup hot water + 1 Teaspoon Tea Mixture
Large amount for a party = 30 Cups hot water +
1 Cup Tea mixture (You may sweeten to tastewith &\ oo
honey or sugar)

Cold Punch = %2 Cup water + %2 Cup ginger ale +
1 Teaspoon Tea mixture + Ice

Large amount of cold punch = 15 Cups water +

15 Cups ginger ale + 1 Cup Tea mixture + Ice
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